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IFSSH Pioneers of Hand Surgery 
 

 

 

Traditionally during the Congresses of the International Federation of 

Societies for Surgery of the Hand, a number of “Pioneers of Hand Surgery” 

are acknowledged. This is a long standing custom dating back to the 3rd 

Congress in Tokyo held in 1986. 

 

Since then, 180 physicians have been designated the prestigious title of 

“Pioneer of Hand Surgery”. To this number, 37 more are added this year.   

 

Every three years, the IFSSH Member Societies nominate Pioneer 

candidates who are then submitted to the IFSSH Executive Committee 

and evaluated by the Nominating Committee. During the Opening 

Ceremony at the next IFSSH Congress these Pioneers will then be 

honoured. To be considered a Pioneer, a candidate must be a recognised 

leader in hand surgery and have contributed to the development of Hand 

Surgery nationally and/or internationally.  

 

Their enormous contribution to Hand Surgery will influence many 

generations of Hand Surgeons to come. Ultimately or course, their 

accomplishments will benefit countless patients far into the future.  

 

The IFSSH Membership expresses its sincere appreciation and gratitude 

to our Pioneers for enriching our passion, Hand Surgery. 
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Pioneers honoured at the 3rd International Congress - Tokyo, Japan 1986  

Tamikazu Amoko 

Joesph H. Boyes 

Paul W. Brand 

Martin A. Entin 

Mario Gonzales-Ulloa 

Marc Iselin 

Johan M.F. Landsmeer 

J. William Littler 

Erik Moberg 

Benjamin Rank 

H. Graham Stack 

Sidney Sunderland 

Raoul Tubiana 

Kauko J. Vainio 

Claude Verdan 

 
Pioneers honoured at the 5th International Congress- Paris, France, 1992 

Robert E. Carroll 

Nils Carstam 

Raymond M. Curtis 

Adrian E. Flatt 

Benjamin Fowler 

J. Leonard Goldner 

Luis Gomez Correa 

Harold E. Kleinert 

Douglas W. Lamb 

Jeno Manninger 

Daniel C. Riordan 

Kauko Solonen 

Kenya Tsuge 

 

Pioneers honoured at the 6th International Congress - Helsinki, Finland, 1995 

Paul Woodrow Brown 

Henry M. Brummer 

Harry J. Buncke 

Ridvan Ege 

James M. Hunter 

John Ivor Pulsford James 

Lee W. Milford 

Ezio Morelli 

George E. Omer Jr.  

George S. Phalen 

Alfred B. Swanson 

Tatsuya Tajima 

Christopher B. Wynn Parry 

Eduardo A. Zancolli 

Jacques Michon 

Bernard McC. O’Brien 

Alipio Pernet 

 
Pioneers honoured at the 7th International Congress - Vancouver, Canada, 1998 

Donal N. Brooks 

Giorgio Brunelli 

Dieter Buck-Gramcko 

Douglas Andrew Campbell Reid 

Mack L. Clayton 
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James Harold Dobyns 

Wael Mansour Fahmy 

Geoffrey Raymond Fisk 

Ramon Isales 

Ivan B. Matev 

Robert Malcolm MacFarlane 

Hanno Millesi 

James F. Murray 

Boleslaw Nagay 

Miguel Vargas Busquets 

 

Pioneers honoured at the 8th International Congress - Istanbul, Turkey, 2001 

Valentin Grigore Aburel 

Paola Bedeschi 

Harold Bolton 

F. Merih Eroglu 

Anastasios Giannikas 

Jamal Gousheh 

Stewart H. Harrison 

Isidor Kessler 

Brij Bhushan Joshi 

Ronald L. Linscheid 

Takayuki Miura 

Robert Henry Cradock Robins 

Harilaos T. Sakellarides 

Richard J. Smith 

Joerg Boehler 

 

Pioneers honoured at the 9th International Congress - Budapest, Hungary 2004 

Tadao Kojima 

Antal Renner 

Martin Singer 

Ramaswami Venkataswami 

Albrecht Wilhelm 

Yutaka Yabe 

Yasuo Yamauchi 

 

Pioneers honoured at the 10th International Congress - Sydney, Australia 2007 

Nicholas Barton    United Kingdom 

Andre Boonzaier    South Africa 

W. Bruce Conolly    Australia 

Jan Haftek     Poland 

John Hueston     Australia  

Adalbert Kapandji    France 

Wladyslaw Manikowski   Poland 

Shojaeddin Sheikholeslamzadeh  Iran 

William Souter    United Kingdom 

Hariharan Srinivasan    India 

Susumu Tamai    Japan 

Yasuo Ueba     Japan 

James Urbaniak    USA 
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Pioneers honoured at the 11th International Congress – Seoul, Korea 2010 

José Cantero Martinez   Spain 

Alessandro Caroli    Italy 

André Chamay    Switzerland 

John Cobbett     United Kingdom 

Antonio De Santolo Ricciardelli  Venezuela 

Richard G. Eaton    USA – ASSH 

Joel Engel     Israel 

David P. Green    USA – ASSH 

Basil Helal     United Kingdom 

Yoshikazu Ikuta    Japan  

Seiichi Ishii     Japan 

Eung-Shick Kang    Korea 

Ik-Dong Kim     Korea 

Young Ho Lee     Korea 

Ralph Manktelow    Canada 

Renzo Mantero    Italy 

Viktor E. Meyer   Switzerland 

Edward A. Nalebuff    USA – ASSH 

Santos Palazzi Coll    Spain 

Alfredo Quintana Montero   Spain 

Fernando Enriquez de Salamanca Lorente  Spain 

Morton Spinner    USA – ASSH 

James W. Strickland    USA – ASSH 

Philip Sykes     United Kingdom 

Julio Taleisnik     USA – ASSH 

E.F. Shaw Wilgis    USA – ASSH 

Virchel E. Wood    USA – ASSH 

Elvin G. Zook     USA – AAHS 

 
Pioneers honoured at the 12th International Congress – New Delhi, India, 2013 

Muneaki Abe    Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Yves Allieu    French Society for Surgery of the Hand 

José Manuel Antuña Zapico  Spanish Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Higinio Ayala Palacios   Spanish Society for Surgery of the Hand  

Robert Beckenbaugh   American Association for Hand Surgery 

Pesi B Chacha    Singapore Society for Surgery of the Hand  

David Evans    British Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Alan Freeland    American Association for Hand Surgery 

Ayan Gulgonen   Turkish Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Ulrich Lanz    German Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Ping Chung (PC) Leung  Hong Kong Society for Surgery of the Hand  

Graham Lister    British Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Ryogo Nakamura   Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Dinkar Palande   Indian Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Arlindo Pardini   Brazilian Society for Surgery of the Hand  

Robert WH Pho   Singapore Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Hildegunde Piza-Katzer  Austrian Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Philippe Saffar   French Society for Surgery of the Hand  

Panayotis Soucacos   Hellenic Society for Surgery of the Hand  

 

 

Pioneers honoured at the 13th International Congress – Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

2016 

Walter Manna Albertoni  Brazilian Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Sydney Biddulph   South African Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Ueli Büchler    Swiss Society of Hand Surgery 
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Frank Burke    British Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Richard Burton   American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Jose Rafael Camarillo Morillo  Venezuelan Society for Surgery of the Hand and 

Reconstruction of the Upper Limb 

Shew Ping Chow   Hong Kong Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Moon Sang Chung   Korean Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Rodolfo Contreras Gamboa  Venezuelan Society for Surgery of the Hand and 

Reconstruction of the Upper Limb 

Omer Ercetin    Turkish Society for Surgery of the Hand    

Santiago Fazzini  Argentine Association for Reconstructive Surgery of the 

Hand and Upper Limb 

John Fleming    South African Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Timothy Herbert   Australian Hand Surgery Society 

Aldo Aristides Illaramendi  Argentine Association for Reconstructive Surgery of the 

Hand and Upper Limb 

Joesph Kutz    American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

David Lichtman   American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Albert Lluch Homedes   Spanish Society for Surgery of the Hand  

Guillermo Loda  Argentine Association for Reconstructive Surgery of the 

Hand and Upper Limb 

Göran Lundborg   Swedish Society for Surgery of the Hand   

Paul Manske    American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Michel Merle    French Society for Hand Surgery 

Wyndell Merritt   American Association for Hand Surgery 

Wayne Morrison  Australian Hand Surgery Society 

Akira Nagano   Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Sigurd Pechlaner   Austrian Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Luciano Poitevin  Argentine Association for Reconstructive Surgery of the 

Hand and Upper Limb 

Pier Luigi Raimondi   Italian Society for Surgery of the Hand   

Lawrence Schneider   American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Luis Carlos Sobania   Brazilian Society for Surgery of the Hand  

John Stanley   British Society for Surgery of the Hand 

James Steichen  American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Pierre Van Wetter  Belgian Hand Group 

Martti Vastamaki   Finnish Society for Surgery of the Hand 

David Vickers   Australian Hand Surgery Society 

Simo Vilkki    Finnish Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Michael Wood    American Association for Hand Surgery 

Yoshiki Yamano   Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Pioneers to be honoured at the 14th International Congress 

Berlin, Germany, 2019 
 

 

Govindasamy Balakrishnan 
Indian Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Claudio Henrique Barbieri 
Brazilian Society for Surgery of the Hand  

Alexandros E. Beris 
Hellenic Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Peter Burge 
British Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Edie Benedito Caetano 
Brazilian Society for Surgery of the Hand  

İsmail Hakki Çalli 
Turkish Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Robert A. Chase 
American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

David Chwei-Chin Chuang 
Taiwanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Felipe Coiffman 
Colombian Association for Surgery of the Hand 

William P. Cooney 
American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Kazuteru Doi 
Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Diego Fernandez 
Swiss Society of Hand Surgery 

Richard H. Gelberman 
American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Jochen B. Gerstner Bruns 
Colombian Association for Surgery of the Hand 

Alain Gilbert 
French Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Carl-Göran Hagert 
Swedish Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Geoffrey Hooper 
British Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Jesse B. Jupiter 
American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Ahmet Karaogȗz 
Turkish Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Johan Marie Gerardus Kauer 
Dutch Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Kwang Suk Lee 
Korean Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Yih Liu 
Taiwanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Alain Charles Masquelet 
French Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Roberto Melendez Escobar 
Colombian Association for Surgery of the Hand 

Ulrich Mennen 
South African Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Akio Minami 
Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Nash Naam 
Egyptian Society for Surgery of the Hand and Microsurgery 

Oğuz Polatkan 
Turkish Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Jaime León Restrepo Espinal 
Colombian Association for Surgery of the Hand 

Nelson Enrique Socorro Medina 
Venezuelan Society for Surgery of the Hand and Reconstruction of the Upper Limb  

Peter J. Stern 
American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Lam-Chuan Teoh 
Singapore Society for Hand Surgery 

Maggali Pastora Torrealba Marin 
Venezuelan Society for Surgery of the Hand and Reconstruction of the Upper Limb  

Joseph Upton, III 
American Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Irina Visa 
Romanian Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Fu-Chan Wei  
Taiwanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 

Andrew J. Weiland 
American Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Govindasamy Balakrishnan 

Indian Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Govindasamy Balakrishnan 
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Claudio Henrique Barbieri 

Brazilian Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Alexandros E. Beris 

Hellenic Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Alexandros E. Beris  
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Peter Burge 

British Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Edie Benedito Caetano 

Brazilian Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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İsmail Hakki Çalli 

Turkish Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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İsmail Hakki Çalli  
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Robert A. Chase 

American Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Robert A. Chase 
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David Chwei-Chin Chuang 

Taiwanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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David Chwei-Chin Chuang 
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Felipe Coiffman 

Colombian Association for Surgery of the Hand 
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Felipe Coiffman 

 

Place of  birth:  Nova‐Sulita,  Moldova  (formerly  belonged  to  Russia).  

Date:  November 10, 1926.   

His parents emigrated to Colombia in the year of 1932 because in Europe 

the anti-Semitic wave unleashed in Germany. There were 6 children of 

this family of which three were born in Colombia (Efraín, Alberto and 

Cecilia) and three in Europe (Rebeca, Boris and Felipe).  Dr.  Coiffman  

was  6  years  old  when  he  arrived  to  Colombia.    He did  his  primary  

studies at the San Lorenzo de Armero School, Tolima, and his high school 

studies at the Isidro Parra Institute in El Líbano, Tolima. He finished his 

medical studies at the National Faculty of Medicine of the National 

University of Colombia in Bogotá on July 31, 1954. His thesis was 

declared worthy.  

 

He made his internship in the Hospital of San Juan de Dios in Bogotá. The 

rural medicine was  carried  out  in  Armero,  Tolima,  in  the  years  1952  

and  1953.  In  the  year  1954  he  married Mrs. Fanny Fraynd, of Polish 

origin, from this marriage were born, Bernardo and Sandra.  In the year of 

1956, in the halls of the Medical Club of Bogotá, he participated along  

with  the  doctors  Guillermo  Rojas  Rodríguez,  Hernando  Castro  

Romero,  Humberto  Dorado  Garcés,  Nestor  Godoy,  Luis  González  

Torres,  León  Hernandez  Gutierrez,  Alvaro Londoño  Mejía,  José  

Ignacio  Mantilla  Fuentes,  Guillermo  Nieto  Cano,  Gerardo  Obonaga  

and Juan Ruiz Mora at the founding of the Colombian Society of Plastic 

Surgery. Being the last of the twelve "Quixotes", as mentioned by Dr. 

Hernando Castro Romero in his article on the founding of the Society, to 

remain alive, becoming until 2018, in the Dean of plastic surgeons.   In 

1954 he traveled to the United States where he made his specialization in 

plastic surgery at the Mount Sinai Hospital in New York under the 

direction of Professor Arthur  Barsky.  Returning  from  the  United  

States  and  from  june  of  1956,  he  made  his  academic  career  at  the  

San  Juan  de  Dios  Hospital  in  Bogotá,  School  of  Medicine.  He started 

as a clinic manager, then a plastic surgery instructor until he became a 

professor. 

 

From  there  he  imparted  his  teachings  to  aspects  of  the  management  

of  congenital  deformities, burns, the urgency of the difference, skin 

coverage and management of flexor tendon injuries  

 

In  1986  he  published  the  first  edition  of  his  magnum  opus  "Plastic,  

Reconstructive  and  Aesthetic  Surgery",  the  fourth  edition  is  

published  in  2016  in  6  volumes,  one  of  them dedicated to the Surgery 

of hand. It has 144 national and foreign collaborators.  
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In September of 1993 he was appointed honorary professor of the National 

University of Colombia.  In  1995  he  received  the  title  of  Professor  

Emeritus  of  the  National  Faculty  of  Medicine.   He wrote more than 

300 scientific papers, presented in several national and international 

conferences and published in different scientific journals of the specialty of 

plastic and hand surgery. He recently published a book entitled "Basic 

plastic surgery for the non‐specialist", which has been very well received 

by non-specialist surgeons.  

 

He belonged to the following scientific societies: Colombian Society of 

Plastic Surgery of which  he  was  Founding  Secretary  and  several  

times  its  President.  Colombian  Medical  Federation. Colombian College 

of Surgeons. Medical College of Cundinamarca. Colombian Society  of  

Hand  Surgery.  American  Society  of  Plastic  and  Reconstructive  

Surgeons.  International  Confederation  for  Plastic  and  Reconstructive  

Surgery,  of  which  he  was  a member  of  the  Central  Executive  

Committee  for  eight  years  representing  Ibero‐Latin  America. American 

College of Surgeons (F.A.C.S). International Society of Aesthetic Plastic 

Surgery.  American  Society  for  Laser  Medicine  and  Surgery.  

Ibero‐Latin  American  Federation of Plastic Surgery. International 

Society of Hair Restoration Surgery. American Society for Aesthetic 

Plastic Surgery and others.  He was President of the VII Ibero‐Latin 

American  Congress  of  Plastic  Surgery  that  was  held  in  Cartagena  

in  May  1988.     

 

He  pioneered many procedures in Plastic Surgery, in 1965, he performed 

at the San Juan de Dios Hospital the first sex change surgery, in a case of 

gender dysphoria from woman to man. He also started with hair grafting 

procedures and liposuction procedures.  He held the positions of Professor 

of Plastic Surgery at the National University of Colombia and the 

University  of  the  Andes.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Plastic  Surgery  

Section  of  the  Santa  Fe  Foundation  of  Bogotá.  He  is  a  member  of  

the  National  Academy  of  Medicine.  

 

 In  his posthumous  legacy  there  is  a  new  book  entitled  "When  and  

how  the  human  race  will  disappear", which is waiting for a publisher. I 

appoint an Editorial Committee to continue publishing its legacy, the book 

"Coiffman. Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery ", fifth edition.   

 

He was fond of painting, especially the one related to nature, he left many 

paintings,  some  of  which  remain  in  his  house,  others  are  in  the  

house  of  his  friends,  colleagues  and  in  the  Plastic  Surgery  Service  of   
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the  Hospital  of  San  José.  He  was  an accomplished music lover, he 

performed piano works of classical music, opera and ballet at  the  piano.   

His greatest satisfaction was teaching.     

 

He died in Bogotá on August 14, 2018, at 92 years old, being an example of 

life and inspiration for several generations of plastic surgeons.  One of his 

favorite phrases, when one was going to ask him for a favor: "Granted, 

now tell me what it is about."  
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William P. Cooney 

American Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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William P. Cooney 
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Kazuteru Doi 

Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Kazuteru Doi 
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DiegoFernandez 

Swiss Society of Hand Surgery 

 

 



 

56 

DiegoFernandez 

 



 

57 



 

58 



 

59 

 

Richard H. Gelberman 

American Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Richard H. Gelberman 
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Jochen B. Gerstner Bruns 

Colombian Association for Surgery of the Hand 
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Jochen B. Gerstner Bruns 
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Alain Gilbert 

French Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Alain Gilbert 
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Carl-Göran Hagert 

Swedish Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Carl-Göran Hagert 
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Geoffrey Hooper 

British Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Geoffrey Hooper 
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Jesse B. Jupiter 

American Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Jesse B. Jupiter 
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Ahmet Karaogȗz 

Turkish Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Ahmet Karaogȗz 
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Johan Marie Gerardus Kauer 

Dutch Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Johan Marie Gerardus Kauer 
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Kwang Suk Lee 

Korean Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Kwang Suk Lee 
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Yih Liu 

Taiwanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Yih Liu 
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Alain Charles Masquelet 

French Society for Surgery of the Hand 

 

 



 

100 

Alain Charles Masquelet 
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Roberto Melendez Escobar 

Colombian Association for Surgery of the Hand 
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Roberto Melendez Escobar 
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Ulrich Mennen 

South African Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Ulrich Mennen 
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Akio Minami 

Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Akio Minami 
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Nash Naam 

Egyptian Society for Surgery of the Hand and Microsurgery 
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Nash Naam 
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Oğuz Polatkan 

Turkish Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Oğuz Polatkan 
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Jaime León Restrepo Espinal 

Colombian Association for Surgery of the Hand 
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Jaime León Restrepo Espinal 
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Nelson Enrique Socorro Medina 

Venezuelan Society for Surgery of the Hand and Reconstruction of the Upper Limb 
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Nelson Enrique Socorro Medina 
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Peter J. Stern 

American Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Peter J. Stern 
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Lam-Chuan Teoh 

Singapore Society for Hand Surgery 
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Lam-Chuan Teoh 
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Maggali Pastora Torrealba Marin 

Venezuelan Society for Surgery of the Hand and Reconstruction of the Upper Limb 
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Maggali Pastora Torrealba Marin 
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Joseph Upton, III 

American Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Joseph Upton, III 
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Irina Visa 

Romanian Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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Irina Visa 

 

Born on October 22, 1947 in Braila, Romania. 

 

Graduated as GP, from the Faculty of Medicine of the Institute of 

Medicine and Pharmacy “Carol Davilla” from Bucharest in 1971. 

 

Graduated in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery in 1976, after studying 

at the Plastic Surgery Clinic Bucharest, headed by Prof. Dr. Agrippa 

Ionescu from Institute of Medicine and Pharmacy “Carol Davilla”. 

 

As young specialist, she continues her professional activity in the Plastic 

Surgery Departament of the County Hospital Brasov, department founded 

and led by Valentin Aburel M.D. Ph.D, one of prominent personality in 

plastic surgery in Romania. 

 

In 1992, under the patronage of the international association “Medecines 

sans frontieres” – A.Z.G. Netherlands, Irina completes her professional 

training with a three months internship in Holland, under the direction of 

Prof. Dr. Ph. A. Nicolai at the Medical University of Groningen. Dutch 

experience enriches her knowledge in the field of hand surgery, focused on 

the flexor tendon repair. 

 

In 1996, Irina Visa completes her Ph.D. under the direction of Prof. Dr. 

Aurel Kauffman, at the University of Medicine “Iulius Hatieganu” in Cluj 

Napoca, Romania, with the thesis “Clinical and technical criteria in the 

surgery of the flexor tendon of the hand” 

 

In 1995, The Romanian Society for Surgery of the Hand - R.S.S.H. was 

founded in Brasov, during the National Congress of Plastic Surgeons. The 

forming of this Society was the result of an increasing interest of 

Romanian plastic surgeons for the hand surgery, which at that time 

represented about 50% of the daily medical (surgical) activity.  Dr. Irina 

Visa has been one of the founding members and was elected the first 

President of this new born Society. 

Irina Visa lead the organization for two terms as president of R.S.S.H. 

(1995-2000 and 2001-2005), during which the Society become affiliated 

with two major international forums: IFSSH - Vancouver in 1998 and 

FESSH - Barcelona in 2000. 

 



 

149 

To promote the development of the hand surgery in Romania, Irina Visa 

established a strong partnership and collaboration with the Romanian 

Society of Microsurgery, organizing jointly the National Congresses, 

participating as a lecturer in courses organized by Prof. dr. Alexandros 

Beris in Greece (1997,1999,2002), Prof.Dr. Alexander Georgescu in Cluj –

Napoca (2007). 

 

Between 1994- 2009 Irina was Head of Plastic Surgery Department of the 

Emergency County Hospital Brasov. Since 2012 she continued her medical 

activity in private Hospitals. 

 

Paracelsus’s quote “Skill in surgery is obtained with great painfulness” 

followed Irina’s professional life. 

 

Some publications 

1. “Biomechanical and clinical criteria in the surgery for the damaged 

hand’s finger with bone and joint injuries”  

V. Aburel MD PhD, Irina Visa MD 

Revista de Ortopedie si traumatologie, Vol 1,  nr. 2-4, 1991; 

2.  “An original method of primary local treatment of burns by silver 

nitrate in a selective coagulating concentration” 

V. Aburel MD PhD, Irina Visa MD, Mariana Dragan MD, Georgeta 

Malene MD 

Eur. J. Plast. Surg. 16, 139-142, 1993; 

3. “Recovery principles and criteria for estimate the functional 

restoration of injured hand” 

Irina Visa MD, V. Aburel MD PhD 

Jurnal de Chirurgie plastica (Bucuresti), nr. 1, 1993,  pag. 43-45 

4. “Surgical principle in emergency for complex trauma of the face” 

V. Aburel MD PhD, Irina Visa MD 

Jurnal de Chirurgie Plastica nr.3, 1994 

5. “The 1979 fire disaster (93 casualties) in Brasov (Romania) – the 

important of rapid transport and unitary treatment in a hospital” 

V. Aburel MD PhD, Irina Visa MD, D. Grigorescu MD 

Ann. Medit. Burns Club Vol VII, nr. 1, March 1994 

6. “Between classic and modern in flexor tendon surgery of the hand” 

Irina Visa MD PhD 

Medicina Moderna (Bucuresti) Vol. 2, nr. 4, 1995 pag. 179-182.  

7. “Functional recovery in radial paralysis through palliative surgery” 

Irina Visa MD PhD,  V. Aburel MD PhD, Ecaterina Marian 

Revista de Ortopedie si traumatologie, Vol 5, nr. 2, 1997 

8. “Free radial flap transfer for complex trauma of the foot – Case 

report” 

Irina Visa MD PhD, C Ciuce MD PhD 

Romanian Journal of Reconstructive Microsurgery Vol 2 II/1997 
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9.  “Points of view in surgical approach of old trapezio–metacarpal 

dislocation” 

Irina Visa MD PhD, S Velicu MD 

Romanian Journal of Hand and Reconstructive Microsurgery Vol 4 ,  I/ 

1999 

10.  “Complex surgical team for limbs salvage in sever open fractures. 

The relation between anatomical reconstruction and final functional 

result” 

I. Samota MD PhD, Irina Visa MD PhD, M.Tecau MD 
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Andrew J. Weiland 

 

A native New Yorker, Dr. Weiland received his undergraduate degree 

from Colby College andhis medical degree from Wake Forest School of 

Medicine in 1968. He then took 2 years of general surgery training at the 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He served the following 2 years in the 

U.S. Army at Fort Jackson, South Carolina as a trainee in orthopaedic 

surgery. He left the service in 1972 as a major in the medical corps to 

enter the orthopaedic residency program at the Johns Hopkins University 

School of Medicine. This was followed by a hand fellowship with Dr. 

Harold Kleinnert in Louisville, Kentucky, after which he returned to 

Johns Hopkins on the staff of the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery as 

chief of hand surgery. 

At Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, he carried out fundamental research 

studies on vascularized bone graft, including epiphyseal plate 

transplantation and composite allograft tissue transplantation. This was 

done with NIH support for over 15 years. Numerous publications and peer 

reviewed journals resulted from these studies. In 1990 he returned to New 

York and joined the staff at the Hospital for Special Surgery as Surgeon in 

Chief for four years. 

Dr. Weiland’s exceptional ability to teach residents and fellows has been 

evidenced by him being selected as the recipient of the Nancy Bischoff 

Award for outstanding resident mentoring on 5 different occasions. 

Most recent clinical research has focused on distal radial plate design to 

minimize tendon rupture, and experimental studies dealing with swivel 

lock repair of scapho-lunate ligament tears. 

This clinical application was validated by cadaver study, which is being 

submitted for publication. He has also published over 250 articles in peer 

reviewed journals dealing with rheumatoid arthritis, Kienbock’s Disease, 

clinical application of vascularized bone graft, composite free tissue 

transfer, basal joint arthritis, hand replantation, giant cell tumor of 

tendon sheaths and glomus tumors. He has also authored 4 books 

including a monograph on Kienbock’s Disease and written 75 chapters in 

various text books relating to orthopaedic and hand surgery. 

One of the most gratifying things he has done is participating in three 

Touching Hands Projects sponsored by the American Society for Surgery 

of the Hand two times in Honduras and once in Trinidad and Tobago. On 

these trips he performs surgery and teaches local physicians. He most 

recently attended the IFFSH meeting in India where several presentations 

were made. Dr. Weiland has also been visiting professor over 73 times 

with a significant portion of these were international in nature. He has 

also been active in the development of a distal radius plate fixation system 

which was designed to prevent any injury to the flexor pollicis longus 

tendon. 
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Dr. Weiland has been extremely active in various orthopaedic and hand 

societies. He has served as President of the American Society for Surgery 

of the Hand, the American Orthopaedic Association, the American Board 

of Orthopaedic Surgery, and the American Society of Reconstructive 

Microsurgery. In addition, he was Treasurer of the American Academy of 

Orthopecdic Surgeons. He was the past chairman of the American 

Foundation for Surgery of the Hand and recently was elected to the Board 

of Trustees of the Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery. He now serves as 

Chairman of that Board. 

He has won the prestigious Kappa Delta Award from the American 

Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and Orthopedic Research Society twice 

which awards outstanding basic science research in the field. As 

mentioned previously he has been visiting professor in almost all 50 

states. He is also an honorary member of the French Hand Society. In the 

Japanese Hand Society, he served as the keynote speaker for the Japanese 

Orthopaedic Hand Society and the Japanese Research Society. In May 

2014 he was the keynote speaker of the Taiwan Society of Surgery of the 

Hand. He was also the recipient of the 2015 Tipton Award given for 

outstanding leadership in the field of orthopaedic surgery. He is 

considered an outstanding mentor and has taught hand and microvascular 

surgery to fellows and residents for almost four decades. When one 

considers his time in Baltimore and at the Hospital for Special Surgery it 

comprises over 120 hand fellows. 

An annual research award has been established in his name at the 

American Society for Surgery of the Hand which honors academic hand 

surgeons and their contributions to hand and upper extremity research. 

Past fellows and residents have contributed to this award for which the 

recipient receives a twenty thousand dollar stipend. In addition he is also 

the recipient of the 2010 American Orthopaedic Association distinguished 

clinical educator award. Most recently, this past year the Hand and Upper 

Extremity Center at the Hospital for Special Surgery has been named the 

Andrew J. Weiland Hand and Upper Extremity Center in his honor.
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