
PIONEER PROFILES

Miguel Vargas Busquets, 
better known as Mickey, was 
born in Mayaguez, Puerto 
Rico in 1936.  He completed 
his college education at the 
Mayaguez Campus of the 
University of Puerto Rico 
and his medical studies at 
the Medical School of the 
University of Zaragoza in 
Spain, graduating in 1964.
 

While in medical school he demonstrated his deep 
commitment to science and medicine and his 
outstanding organizing ability.  As a student, he 
published works on microbiology and organized the 
Association of Hispanic Students in Zaragoza which 
helped to cement excellent relationships between the 
Latin-American students and the city.  During his stay 
in Zaragoza he was invested as a Knight of Our Lady de 
Pilar, the Patron Saint of Zaragoza and Spain, a highly 
prestigious national organization.  Dr. Vargas trained 
in surgery at the District Hospital of the University of 
Puerto Rico School of Medicine in 1967 and finished his 
surgical training at the Dallas Veterans Administration 
Hospital (1968-1970).  He took his training in plastic 
surgery at the Parkland and Affiliated Hospitals of the 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical School (1971-
1972) and became Diplomate of the American Board of 
Plastic Surgery in 1974.
 
After his training, Mickey returned to Mayaguez 
and became very active in the medical community 
especially in the practice of hand and plastic surgery.  
He founded the first clinic for ambulatory surgery in 
Puerto Rico in 1981 and named it “Instituto de Cirugia 

Plastica del Oeste, Inc” (ICPO).  He was Founder Member 
and Past-President of the Puerto Rico Society for 
Surgery of the Hand.  He was the driving force behind 
the acceptance of the Puerto Rico Society for Surgery of 
the Hand as a member of the International Federation 
of Societies for Surgery of the Hand.  He was Founder 
Member of the Puerto Rico Society for Plastic Surgery 
and its President for four terms of office.  He was a 
member of the American Association for Hand Surgery 
and the American Society for Surgery of the Hand.  He 
was Corresponding Member of the Argentinian Hand 
Society.  He was very active in teaching hand surgery in 
Puerto Rico and travelled the whole world spreading the 
gospel of excellence in surgery of the hand.
 
One of his greatest satisfactions was his tenure as 
Secretary General of the IFSSH, to which he dedicated 
an incredible amount of time from 1989 until the time 
of his sudden death on 17 November, 1993.  His untiring 
efforts and correspondence with all its members helped 
to bring the Federation closer together.  The American 
Society for Surgery of the Hand named one of its library 
rooms in his honour. 
His wife, Tati, was always at Mickey’s side, giving him 
encouragement and support.  They have three sons, 
Miguel,  Oscar and  Alberto.
 
Miguel Vargas Busquets was honoured as “Pioneer of 
Hand Surgery” in Vancouver, B.C., Canada, in 1998, at 
the Seventh Congress of the International Federation of 
Societies for Surgery of the Hand.
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Bob McFarlane was born in 
London, Ontario, Canada on 
May 28, 1927.  He graduated in 
medicine from the University 
of Western Ontario (UWO) in 
1951.  He gained certification in 
general surgery before taking 
further training in plastic and 
hand surgery in London and 
Leeds, England, with Rainsford 
Mowlem and Mortimer Shaw, 

and in Chicago with Sumner L. Koch, Michael L. Mason, 
John Bell and William Stromberg.

After his return to Canada in 1960, he established a 
residency program in plastic surgery at UWO and 
remained Head of the Division of Plastic Surgery until 
his retirement in 1992, as Emeritus Professor of Surgery.  
At that time he joined Jim Roth to establish The Hand 
and Upper Limb Centre at St. Joseph’s Health Centre in 
London.

His early research concerned the delay phenomenon in 
pedicle skin flaps and other methods of preventing flap 
necrosis.  He developed a flap in the rat that became the 
standard experimental model in which to study necrosis.  
Since his residency he has had a consuming interest in 
Dupuytren’s disease.  He extended the anatomical studies 
of previous surgeons such as Kaplan, Gosset, Littler, 
Stack, and Thomine by identifying the specific fascial 
structures responsible for joint contracture.  Within the 
Dupuytren’s Disease Committee of the International 
Federation of Societies for Surgery of the Hand (IFSSH), 
he conducted an epidemiological study of surgical 
patients that began in 1980 and collected data on 11500 
patients, provided by 108 surgeons from 12 countries.  The 

information obtained from that study was too extensive to 
be published in a journal but was included as a chapter in 
the book, Dupuytren’s Disease by McFarlane, McGrouther, 
and Flint that was published in 1990.

His other interest included the etiology and treatment 
of camptodactyly. Prof. McFarlane was the author of 52 
scientific papers, 42 book chapters, and two books.  He has 
been an associate editor of the Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery Journal, and both of the American and British 
Journals of Hand Surgery.  He is a Past-President of The 
Canadian Society of Plastic Surgeons and The American 
Society for Surgery of the Hand, and an honorary member 
of several National Hand Surgery Societies.

As Delegate, Secretary-General, and President of the IFSSH, 
he has travelled to many countries as an ambassador of 
the Federation to encourage the development of hand 
surgery and hand therapy, as well as the formation of 
Hand Societies to join the IFSSH.

He married his wife Patricia in 1951 and they had three 
daughters.  During his student years he was regarded 
as one of the most outstanding athletes in Canada. He 
was included in the Canadian Olympic team in 1948  
(London, UK) and had the honour to be the team flag 
bearer. He participated in numerous other sport activities 
throughout his life.  His other non-medical interests 
included breeding of horses, and of course created the 
inevitable model train setup for his grandchildren.

Bob McFarlane passed away on 27 February 2006. For his 
immense contribution to Hand Surgery internationally, 
Robert M McFarlane was honoured “Pioneer of Hand 
Surgery” in 1998 at the Seventh Congress of the IFSSH in 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada.
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